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An EPpIstLe to Friends in all parts of Ireland. 
By James Gouau. 
(Concluded from page 644.) 

X. In regard to such as have not yet much 
departed from that plainness, (at least in dress) 
in which they were educated, some probably 
may not be under any strong temptation, to 
run into the foolish fashions of a corrupt age. 
Yet the enemy seeks to catch them in some 
other snares: and perhaps some of these may 
be as ignorant, and asvoid of experience of the 
divine principle we profess, as some of the 
more fashionable. Outward plainness, without 
inward humility, mercy, justice and charity, is 
of very little worth. Except we follow after 
these virtues, obvious faults in temper and con- 
duct, will appear to discover our emptiness, 
and to. serve some for an argument against 
plainness,-or for a subject of ridicule; and do 
more harm to the cause of truth, than greater 
errors, in the conduct of open and professed liber- 
tines. 

How grievously disappointing are they, who 
carry a right appearance, yet when tried are 
found to be insipid and dead, as to the life of 
righteousness! - Wherefore let none value 
themselves on a plain outside, as if that of 
itself were sufficient. Itis as far from it as 
the state of those formerly complained of ; who 
drew nigh to the Lord with their mouths, and 
with their lips honored him, but their hearts 
were far from him. 

Be not deceived : God is not mocked by fair 
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appearances, or empty pretences: but such as 
every man sows, he must reap. If under the 
best appearance, cr strictest form, we sow to 
the flesh, we shall only reap corruption, and the 
miserable fruits of hypocrisy, professing one 
thing and practising another; when they, who 
have sowed to the spirit, shall reap the happy 
fruits of their fidelity to God. 

If we look over our society in this nation, 
and take a view, both of them who are plain in 
dress, and who are otherwise, how many of 
both sorts have their minds fast rooted in this 
present world, devoting all their talents to it, 
rejecting the counsel of Christ, who directs us 
“to seek first the kingdom of God,” or to live 
and act under his government! Hence in 
some places, what poor lifeless meetings! How 
little of the sacred fire of divine love burning! 
Noliving minister left amongst them, and scarce 
one living member of the body of Christ, to 
feel for the others, and to take some tender 
care of them for their good ; their lamps gone 
out, and scarcely any oil retained in a single 
vessel; a week-day meeting hardly kept up, 
and the one meeting on the first day badly at- 
tended. Thus have some meetings died away, 
and are lost; and others appear to be in a lan- 
guid, sickly condition, seeming scarce likely to 
live long, except they timely apply to the 
great and good Physician, who is both able 
and willing to restore life, health, soundness 
and vigor, to raise up and qualify “ Judges, as 
at the first, and counsellors as at the begin- 
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ning.” But formerly, when in the body in 
some places, he did none of his mighty works, 
by reason of their unbelief: so now, when his 
ministers visit such places, they find the gos- 
pel has not a free course; they can at best but 
feebly labor in such hard spots. The word 
preached doth not profit, by reason of not meet- 

: ing with faith in them that, hear. 

Great is the mystery of that iniquity, in 
which the subtle serpent works in many, to 
their hurt or ruin, unawares to them, for want 
of their paying due regard and attention to 
that grace of God, which would discover the 
hidden snare, and preserve from it. Hence a 
wrong spirit usurps the government due to God, 
and gradually hardens the heart, till the salva- 
tion of the immortal soul becomes a matter of 
very little concern, the first and great com- 
mandment of loving God with the whole heart 
being much violated: such are in a most dan- 
gerous state, except they turn in haste “ to flee 
from the wrath that isto come.” I often earn- 
estly desire, that ye who are of this kind 
would do it, lest ye be left to your own courses, 
in that broad way which leads to destruction, 
and “the things which belong to your peace 
be hid from your eyes.” : 

XI. “The Lord hath showed unto thee, O 
man, what is good.” But many have suffered 
the good impressions they have been favored 
with, to be like the morning dew, which soon 

. passeth away. They rush into irreligious com- 
pany, and self-indulging liberties, which, like 
the fowls of the air, carry off all the good seed 
of the kingdom, which infinite goodness had 
sowed in their minds. _ 

What need have we then to prize and pur- 
sue Christ’s counsel, “to watch and pray,” not 
to enter into these temptations, to abstain from 

4 all appearance of evil, to avoid such company 
as deadly poison, as there can be no fellowship 
betwixt light and darkness, or betwixt Christ 
and Belial; and as we naturally become like 
those whom we love and with whom we associ- 
ate? 

Never go to places of public.diversion, such 
as play-houses, horse-races, cock-fightings, or 
ale-houses, those haunts of the licertious, who 
fear not God. Be watchful and clear from in- 
temperance. Live as men accountable to God, 
your hearts and your conversation in heaven, 
and your moderation appearing in all things. 

All would be glad to escape everlasting mise- 
ry, the habitation of rebels to the laws and 
vernmentof ourgreat Creator. All would be glad 
to be admited into everlasting happiness, the 
portion of such as obey those laws and that go- 
i. vernment. Why, then, will any amongst us be 
re the enemy’s instruments in promoting apostacy, 
from the very life of true religion and godli- 
ness? Qh, rather choose to escape misery, and 
ensure happiness. Break off all connections 
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which are obstacles to it. 

















It is Christ’s com- 
mand, “If thy right hand offend, cut it off.” 


Lay aside every weight, and the sin which 
most — besets. Be obedient to him, and 


thou wilt be happy, separated from the miser- 


able regions of obstinate and obdurate sinners. 


XII. Let us call to mind, and not hastily 


forget it, that Christ has given himself for us, 
“to redeem us from all iniquity, and to purify 
unto himself a peculiar people, zealous of good 
works.” 
evident that too many among us are induced, 
and induce one another, to slight the kindest 
offers of their best Friend. They give ear to 
the voice of the stranger, and swayed by his 


Yet notwithstanding all this, it is 


persuasions, put off their embracing a Saviour’s 


offer. Far from being zealous of doing all that 
is well pleasing to God, they counteract that 
profession, to which he, by his Holy Spirit, hath 


called us. To propose to obey the Almighty at 


some future day, and in that presumptuous 
hope to stifle divine conviction, is a most fatal 
artifice of the grand adversary, whereby he in- 
sensibly darkens the mind, and hardens the 
heart, to render us his vassals, and to secure us 
to himself as such. As delays herein are in- 
finitely dangerous, as we cannot repent when 
we will, for repentance is God’s gift, begin 
then, while it is the day of God’s visitation ; 
for when the night overtakes, none can work 
out their soul’s salvation. 


XIII. Wherefore cleave close in heart to the 


divine gift, the mystery hid from ages, but now 
revealed, even Christ in you the hope of glory, 


that your souls may be enamored with that 


beauty which will never fade. Lay hold of all 


the helps and means by him provided. Be 
kind to all, but familiar with few, and those 


few, such as fear the Lord. This fear preserv- 


ed Joseph in the time of trial ; but for want of 
it Absalom overset all his personal advantages. 
Seek to be closely linked with good friends: 
for ‘‘two are better than one,” “and a three- 
fold cord is not easily broken.” Great are the 
benefits and solid satisfactions found in truly 
religious society. Formerly when the proud 
were counted happy, they who feared the Lord 
spake often one to another, and the Lord de- 
clared his approbation of the pious ardor with 
which they mutally animated each other. As 
on-one hand, “the friendship of the world is 
enmity with God:”* so on the other, Israel, 
the Lord’s people, were to dwell alone, and not 


g0-| to be numbered with the nations; their safety 


and true peace depending hereupon, they were 
enjoined not to contract any alliance or intima- 


cy with them, to prevent the decay of that fer- - 


vent love to the Lord their God, which he in- 
spired them with, while they abode iu his eo- 
venant, and duly observed his laws, his statutes 


* Jamies iv. 4. 
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and ordinances; ard to prevent their children 
from contracting the manners of those nations, 
and ruuning into their fashions and customs. 
While they kept together in an united care, 
and veneration of the Lord, they prospered 
both outwardly and inwardly; nothing could 
harm them; no effort of the common enemy 
could prevail against them. May we thus keep 
together, strengthening one another in the 
love of God, and faithfulness to him, and then 
we may be sure that our case will be the very 
same. 

XIV. There are many, we believe, orderly 
and reputable in their lives, who need to be 
more baptized into the ardent love of God, and 
dedication of heart to bis cause, that they may 
not be like slothful servants, at ease in Zion, 
and indulging themselves, instead of serving 
the Lord. The harvest is great, and needs 
more laborers to fill up the vacant places of 
many removed from works to rewards. What 
want of ministers, elders, of such whom the 
Holy Ghost hath made overseers, taking heed 
to themselves and to the flock, of helpers of 
one another in animating visits, both to fami- 
lies and individuals, in the lively flow of that 
love which the Lord giveth to them, who de- 
yote their hearts to his service ! 

A few yet are mercifully preserved, who, for 
Zion’s sake, eannot be at ease, but through all 
discouragements hold on their way, knowing 
they serve a good master, and resolving through 
his grace never to desert his service, but to 
keep their places under his direction, and to 
hold fast the blessed truth, in the love of it, to 
the end of their lives. May he grant an in- 
crease of their number andstrength! I desire 
above all things for myself, that to the end of 
my days, I may be one of their number. O, 
my soul, come thou into their secret adoration 
of God; with their assembly herein, mayest 
thou ever be united! For indeed the Lord is 
good to them that seek and diligently serve 
him, nourishing that life which is hid with 
Christ, a life which will never die; well re- 
warding them for all their labors, and for the 
sacrifices which they offer to him on the altar 
of obedience, giving them an hundredfold. 

XV. When our Lord told his disciples, that 
one of them should betray him, the rest heard 
him with concern, and inquired, Js it J? Many 
have contributed to the great declension, and 
each of us should inquire, Jsi¢ J? Many have 
need to be created anew in Christ Jesus, unto 
good works; but they must first put off the old 
man, with his deeds, in deep humiliation be- 
fore the Lord; which to them, who patiently 
abide under his righteous judgments for sin, 
draws down the gift of repentance unto salva- 
tion, never to be repented of; and that new 
birth without which we can have no place in 
his kingdom. We must give up all our idols; 































else we are undone. Our own wills must be 
subjected to the will of God. All our own 
wisdom must be laid at his feet. We must 
deny ourselves, take up our cross daily, and 
follow him. There are no other terms on 
which life everlasting is to be had. Our Lord 
informs us, that they who expect to gain it, by 
climbing up any other way, will be treated as 
thieves and robbers. Oh, then, my dear friends, 
in every part of Ireland, I earnestly desire that 
ye may buy the truth, whatever it cost you, 
and sell it not. Look upon all things beside, 
but as dross or dung in comparison of it. Let 
us hold fast the one thing needful, whatever 
else leave us or be taken from us. So shall 
we have lived not in vain, obtaining the great 
end for which we had a being given us. 


XVI. Oh ye parents who have many children, 


and not much of the world for them, don’t be 
over-anxious on that account, or make it an 
excuse for non-attendance of religious duties. 
Consider that it may be wisely so ordered, as 
the means of their preservation; and if they 
follow Christ, it may prove of great advantage 
to them, beyond what ye and they are aware 
of. A little satisfies a humble mind, as we 
brought nothing into the world, and can carry 
nothing out. They who obtain the favor of 
God will neither want anything needful, nor 
covet anything superfluous, but having food 
and raiment, therewith be content. Where- 
fore be anxious for them only on this account, 


that they may lay hold on eternal life, and 


keep their hold of that; then they will be truly 


happy, but not without it, if they had ever so 
much in the world. They are indeed justly to 
be esteemed, who, having more, are thereby 
the more humbled, and more abounding in use- 
ful works. 

And O, ye young people, often consider, that 
ye are born into the world to be happy forever, 
on the terms laid down by Christ, as above- 
mentioned. With all your gettings, get the 
favor of the Most High, who invites you to it: 
before honor, even true honor with God, is hu- 
mility; but pride goes before destruction. Ye 
need not envy any one, however great in the 
world, if ye have the Lord on your side. 
United with your dear parents, in walki 
humbly with him, ye ik am the oan 
view of your happy portion. Your fervent 
gratitude, obedience, vigilance and firmness, 
will be crowned with the endearing pledges 
and encouraging fortastes of endless bliss. So 
will ye be well satisfied with your lots in ever 
condition, and find that godliness, coupled wit 
divine contentment, is the greatest, and infi- 
nitely the most valuable gain, being fitted by 
your blessed Redeemer for life, death, judg- 
ment, and for that eternal joy, which is un- 
speakable and full of glory. 

So will ye be alive to God, and of that num- 
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ber whom he pronounces blessed, who hunger} 
and thirst after righteousness. So will ye care- 
fully watch against everything that is wrong, 
both in yourselves and others, and endeavor to 
stop it in its first beginning: ye will love 
good, and employ all your talents, 


that which is 
with divine help, to promote it both by exam- 
ple and bestinenls counsel. 

Then would meetings both for worship and 
discipline be well attended ; for coming to them 
under the preparation of heart which is of the 
Lord, we should by him be overshadowed with 
his power and love; the wing of the sun of 
righteousness would be overspread, which illu- 
minates the spiritual mind to discern its duties, 
and animates to discharge them, therein to 
share the good things which God has in store 
for them that love him. We should hereby 
be edified and built up together in the most 
holy faith, and concerned to live in reverent 
love and subjection to him out of meetings, 
faithfully maintaining our testimony for Christ, 
our holy head in all its branches. 

So should we be again, as formerly, a people 
of one heart and mind, baptized by one spirit 
into one body. All the darkness of ignorance 
and inexperience ; all the coldness of the world- 
ly or carnal mind, would be removed; and 
Zion’s light would yet again go forth with 
brightness, and the salvation of God be felt 
amongst us, as a lamp that burneth. 

With strong desires on the behalf of all, 
who, in this nation, join in the profession of 
the blessed truth, that they may thus experi- 
ence the possession of it, and be partakers of 
its saving efficacy and lasting peace, I remain 
your affectionate and well-wishing friend. 

JAMES Govall. 


————_—-~~0e + 


FLATTER not thyself in thy faith towards 
God, if thou want charity to thy neighbor ; for 
where they are not both together, they are 
both wanting. 


A Memorial of Fairfax Monthly Meeting, 
concerning our beloved Friend, Miriam G. 
Gover, deceased. 

She was born in Loudoun County, Virginia, 
in the year 1791. Her parents were Henry and 
Ann Taylor. She had not a birth-right in the 
Society of Friends, nor was her early educa- 
tion amongst them—but rather with a class of 
society in which the young people were in the 
practice of indulging in much gaiety and friv- 
olity. Her natural temperament led her to 
wear gay apparel, and to join in the amuse- 
ments of the day—thus floating thoughtlessly 
with the current. 

But whilst quite a young woman, she was fa- 
vored with a visitation of Divine love, by which 
she was clearly shown thet she must change her 
course, and that the only way to be at peace, 
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would be to heed the inward Teacher, and that 
in so doing she must take up the cross to her 
natural inclination, renounce the vanities of the 
times, and adopt in lieu thereof such a course 
as obedience to truth would point out to a 
watchful mind. She has often been heard to 
describe the great conflict of spirit, the strug- 
gling of self to overcome the convictions of 
duty, that she might not have to bear the taunts 
and sneers of her volatile friends—but she 
always acknowledged the goodness and wisdom 
of her heavenly Father in holding her firmly 
by the cords of love, so that she could have no 
peace, but often wet her pillow with tears of 
anguish at what seemed to be her hard lot, 
until the mastery was gained, and she was made 
willing to follow His teaching. But when it 
was shown her that she must abase herself yet 
more—that she must attend Friends’ Meetings 
—that she must adopt their plain costume, and 
speak their plain language, then she felt like 
giving out; but thanks to His adorable mercy, 
she has often exclaimed, even to this end, 
strength was afforded to yield to His requirings. 

After a time she was impressed with a sense 
that it would be right to apply for admission 
into membership with Friends, and she was ac- 
cordingly received when she was about 18 years 

e. 

In the year 1814 she was joined in marriage 
with Jesse Gover, with whom she lived in true 
affection twenty-eight years, when he was re- 
moved by death in the year 1842. 

They each received about the same time, a 
gift in the Ministry, and she was recommended 
as a Minister by her Monthly Meeting in the 
year 1834. 

For a long time her communications were 
generally short, but bearing evidence of Divine 
authority, they were impressive, and always ac- 
ceptable. Being now fully committed to her 
Master’s calling, she became watchful and obe- 
dient to His requirings. She was a constant 
attender of all the Meetings to which she be- 
longed, both for worship and discipline, and 
was a remarkable example to all, her deport- 
ment therein being that of one engaged in true 
worship, and seeking sweet communion with her 
Maker. 

She was often called on to visit other parts of 
the Lord’s vineyard, and it was well Known to 
the concerned members of her own Meeting, 
how deep was her travail of spirit, fearing lest 
she might out-run the Master, and doubting 
her own ability for the work. On such occa- 
sions she often needed Christian encouragement, 
seldom or never the word of caution. Her con- 
cerns were weighed so long and so well that 
when expressed in her meetings, it was alwa 
with a clearness and precision that left no doubt 
on the minds of her friends as to the source 
from whence the call emanated. 
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She travelled much, and labored extensively, 
for the cause of truth. Her communications 
were seldom doctrinal, but practical. She was 
very charitable to other denominations, believ- 
ing there were good persons in all societies ; 
that all who know their Master’s will, and do it, 
shall be accepted of Him. Her house was al- 
ways open to receive her friends. Her man- 
ner was kind and pressing to all alike, without 
respect to persons. In this she appeared to ex- 
emplify that endearing quality of our nature— 
‘ove, which in its perfect exercise, comprehends 
our whole duty to God and to our fellow crea- 
tures. 

The operation of this love in her heart led 
her to accomplish many arduous journeys, to 
visit those remote from meetings, and often to 
encourage and strengthen the afflicted ; and we 
believe there are many persons in the land who 
can bear witness that she was the means, in His 
hands, of awakening and comforting their des- 
ponding souls. 

We wish not to write a eulogy upon her char- 
acter, but we would hold upto the remembrance 
of the living those special testimonies to which it 
appeared to be her concern to call our atten- 
tion. For members of our Society, she seemed 
often concerned to impress the young to ob- 
serve plainness of apparel. She was aware 
that in the view of some, this was considered a 
trivial matter, but with this, as with all other 
subjects requiring a yielding of the will, if it 
was felt to be right, it was no longer a small 
matter, but being a duty, it should be observed. 
She had herself in youth been made to see the 
folly of decorating the body, the time thus 
wasted being precious moments that might 
otherwise be applied in doing much good in the 
world. And few persons have labored more 
wy with their own hands. than she has 

one. 

Another subject she was accustomed to im- 
press upon the minds of her hearers was the 
importance and reasonableness of the duty of 
assembling ourselves for divine worship, and 
the real joy which it had been her experience 
to know on such occasions, and that such might 
be the experience of us all if we would dili- 
gently labor for reconciliation and communion 
with the Father, who is ever waiting to be gra- 
cious ; that she could in truth say, she had 
never once regretted having assembled with 
her friends at the place appointed for divine 
worship. 

During the recent troubles that have divided 
our once prosperous land, our meeting house 
was for a number of months used as quarters 
for soldiers. We met with them regularly, often 
with much weight and anxiety of mind, that 
truth might be exalted. We remember her as 
a remarkable instance of the influence of one 
of solid deportment, silently waiting upon her 
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God, evidently stilling the restless spirits of the 
soldiers; and when she would raise her voice 
in obedience to His requiring, the effect was 
often manifest in their manner, that they were 
moved with a sense of His presence and power, 
and we think their minds were frequently 
awakened to profitable impressions. 

With her, as withall rightly concerned minds, 
our national troubles were much deplored. But 
we believe she well knew where to look for 
comfort in affliction, and that she relied in full 
faith upon His power. 

She was suddenly prostrated with a disease 
of the heart, and after a few hours’ illness, de- 
parted this life on the morning of the 18th 
day of 4th month, 1863, in the 73d year of her 
age. Her remains were followed to the grave 
the next First-day afternoon, by a large con- 
course of friends and neighbors, and a pe- 
culiarly solemn meeting was held on the occa- 
sion. 
We trust her labors for the cause of truth 
and righteousness will long bear fruits, and 
that we who have known her and so often been 
instructed by her, will remember and profit by 
her earnest appeals and encouraging language, 
and continually strive so to live that we may in 
the end be acgounted worthy to receive a crown 
immortal. 

Signed on behalf of the Fairfax Monthly 
Meeting, held the 12th day cf 8th month, 
1863, by 

Wm. WILLIAMS, 
Euiza H. Tania! Gre 


Read and approved in Fairfax Quarterly 
Meeting, held at Goose Creek, the 17th of 8th 
month, 1863, and signed on behalf thereof, by 

Epwarp Brown, 
E1iza Brown, \ Clerks. 


Read and approved by Baltimore Yearly 
Meeting, held by adjournments from the 26th 
of the same, inclusive, 1863. 

BENJAMIN HALLOWELL, 
Mary G. Moore, 
For Friends’ Intelligencer. 
“10 I AM WITH YOU ALWAY.” 


Amid the changing things of time, when the 
energies relax, and the brightness and the 
glory of the present is as naught, and when the 
lone spirit seems left to the mercy of the 

! storm, this saying, “ Lo I am with you alway,” 
} comes to us as a blessed assurance of strength 
‘and companionship. 

Our cisterns are scarcely filled, ere they are 
broken at the fountain—our most cherished 
schemes are thwarted, and our, sun sets in 
threatening clouds; that which we had not 
feared has come upon us, and heart and flesh 
do fail. We look for those who were once the 
fond companions of our pilgrimage, but they 
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are not; the world has ceased to miss them 
from the active scene and the place that once 
knew them, honors them no more. 

But faith survives the wreck and ruin of all 
sublunary joys, and amid the sorrow and the 
blight comes the sweet assurance, “ Lo I am 
with you,” and the desert and the solitary place 
are made glad by that presence. 

When in the solemn stillness of the death- 
chamber, we look upon the face of the depart- 
ed, and behold the form that was once the pride 
and joy of our life arrayed for the silent tomb, 
amid the prostration of our earthly hopes the 
spirit lies wounded and sorrowing, unable to 
discern one ray of light in the dark future, and 
longing for the quiet of the grave, even in that 
hour of earthly desolation there comes the sus- 
taining evidence, “ Lo I am with you;” I am 
come in the place of the loved one—my grace 
is sufficient for you, and my love better and 
holier than all earthly affection. 

There are also seasons when the unfailing 
love and tender solicitude of the departed come 
over us as the light of other days, and we in- 
dulge the pleasing imagination that in some 
mysterious way they are still hovering over us, 
that they “frequent with us our hallowed 
haunts, and re-participate with us in hallowed 
joys,” and though this may be but a fond de- 
lusion, yet who would forcibly put back the 
precious vision. 

But whether such influences as these are 
permitted to attend us here, or whether the 
memory of the past brings over us such feel- 
ings, we know that we are privileged to indulge 
a higher hope, and to be sustained by a holier 
presence, for the evidence, “.Lo I am with 
you,” has been our strength and consolation 
when all else has failed. 

And not alone in life’s darker hour, when our 
path lies chiefly in the shadow, do we need the 
guidance and the ministration of this unseen 
spiritual presence. As we walk by the way; 
as we mingle in the busy throng, and as we 
meet and execute our daily recurring duties, we 
can so act and feel and think, that in our indi- 
vidual experience the promise may be realized, 
“ Lo I am with you alway, even unto the end 
of the world.”— Phila. 12mo., 1863. H. 


THE VALUE OF ACCURACY. 


It is the result of every day’s experience, 
that steady attention to matters of detail lies 
at the root of human progress; and that dili- 
gence, above all, is the mother of good luck. 
Accuracy is also of much importance, and an 
invariable mark of good training in a man. 
Accuracy in observation, accuracy in speech, 
accuracy in the transaction of affairs. What 
is done in business must be well done ; for it 
is better to accomplish perfectly a small amount 
of work, than to half-do ten times as much. 
A wise man used to say, ‘Stay a little, that 
we may make an end the sooner.” ‘T'oo littlé 
attention, however, is paid to this highly im- 
portant quality of accuracy. As a man emi- 
nent in practical science lately observed to us, 
“It is astonishing how few people I have met 
in the course of my experience who can define 
a fact accurately.” Yet, in business affairs, it 
is the manner in which even small matters are 
transacted, that often decide men for or against 
you. With virtue, capacity, and good conduct 
in other respects, the person who is habitually 
inaccurate cannot be trusted; his work has to 
be gone over again; and he thus causes end- 
less annoyance, vexation and trouble. 
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THE COUNTENANCE AND THE MENTAL EMO- 
TIONS. 


The emotions that thrill in the heart, mark 
themselves in legible lines on the countenance. 
This is a feature in the constitution of man, 
and a useful feature it is. The wisdom of our 
Maker may be seen in the degree of its devel- 
opment. If there had been more of it or less, 
the process of human life could not have gone 
on so well. If the hopes and fears that alter- 
nate in the soul were as completely hidden 
from the view of an observer as the action of 
the vital organs within the body, the inter- 
course between man and man would be far 
less kindly than it now is. How blank would 
the aspect of the world be if no image of a 
man’s thought could ever be séen glancing in 
his countenance! Our walk through life 
would be like a solitary march through a gal- 
lery of statues—as cold as marble, and not 
nearly so beautiful. On the other hand, if all 
the meaning of the soul could be read in the 
countenanes, the inconvenience would be so 
great as to bring the machinery of life almost 
to a stand-still. Society could not go on if 
either all the mind’s thoughts or none were 
legible on the countenance, That medium 
which actually exists in the present constitu- 
tion of humanity is obviously the best. You 
have some power of concealing your emotions 
and your neighbor has some power of observ- 
ing them. He who made us has done all 
things well. Great purposes in Providence 





EXAMPLE. 

The best inheritance a parent can bequeath 
to a child, is a virtuous example, a legacy of 
hallowed remembrance and associations. The 
beauty of holiness beaming through the life of 
a loved relative or friend, is more effectual to 
strengthen such as stand in Virtue’s ways, and 
raise up those that are bowed down, than pre- 
cept, command, entreaty, or warning. Chris- 
tianity itself owes by far the greater part of its 
moral power, not to the precepts or parables of 
Christ, but to his own character. 
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are served by this arrangement. If the veil 
which hangs between the outer world and our 
hearts’ emotions were altogether opaque, we 
would be too much isolated from our neigh- 
bors: if it were perfectly translucent, we 
would be too much in their power. The soul 
within is a burning light, sometimes bright and 
sometimes lurid: the countenance is a semi- 
transparent shade, through which the cast and 
coloring of the inner thought can be seen, but 
not its articulate details. A happy heart beam- 
ing through a guileless countenance is the best 
style of beauty. It is pleasant to look upon in 
the springtime, and does not wither in the 
winter of age.—Arnot’s “ Laws from Heaven 


for Life on Earth.” 


For Friends’ Intelligencer. 
FRIENDS AND GOVERNMENT REQUISITIONS. 
No. 3.—A Review. 


‘“ Reasoning at every step he treads 
Man yet mistakes his way.”—Cowper. 


It was believed by the writer hereof to be 
his duty to cite, for re-examination, certain tra- 
ditionary views of the Society of Friends— 
long cherished and embodied in their Disci- 
pline. This he endeavored to do in an essay 
which appeared iv the 16th number of the 
current volume of Friends’ Intelligencer, which 
was followed a few weeks later by an- 
other essay, intended further to elucidate the 
sabject. The views which he has thus pre- 
sented have been assailed by nearly a dozen 
different writers, who have, in some instances, 
even called in question the propriety of such 
subjects being discussed in a Friends’ periodi- 
cal. These numerous articles have been care- 
fully read and considered by N. R., who, with 
desires for the prevalence of truth, has, he 
trusts, but little of the feelings of an antago- 
nist towards their several authors. And now 
being more and more confirmed in the cor- 
rectness of his views, and consequently think- 
ing that he sees in the objections of his com- 
mentators, both fallacy and error, he believes it 
right for him to review and reply to some of 
their most prominent arguments and conelu- 
sions. 

He presumes that none of them will ascribe 
to all that is contained within the lids of our 
book of discipline, so high a degree of sacred- 
ness as must forbid to the members of the Soci- 
ety on whom their rules are to operate, all 
enquiry and all discussion of their correctness. 
Such enquiries and such discussion we are ac- 
customed to hear in our public meetings, par- 
ticularly those for discipline, and the reason is 
not very apparent why this liberty of speech 
should be approved, and at the same time, the 
pen and the press be placed in thraldom, and 
their use gravely denied for the expression of 
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similar concernments. We, as a people, believe 
in the peaceful nature of the Christian religion, 
and there is every reason for believing that 
those whose minds are imbued with its spirit, 
whose wills are subjected to its power, will 
continually, in their daily walk, bear a living 
testimony that peace is its essential character. 

But is there not a manifest and wide differ- 
ence between this kind of heartfelt testimony, 
which shines with its own Divine light, and a 
prescribed rule or form? If there is a differ- 
ence, then was N. R. correct in making a dis- 
tinction between them, characterising the first 
as a principle, and the latter as the manner 
prescribed fot bearing a testimony to it. The 
first, he regarded as immutable ; but the latter, 
as the deduction of an argument, which argu- 
ment he held ta be open to the scrutiny and 
judgment of the human understanding. 

The correctness of this view has been denied 
in words, but confirmed in practice, by nearly 
every one of his opponents ; for they use many 
arguments to show that the rule or form is a 
fair deduction from the principle. Much has 
been written to show the impropriety of em- 
ploying the faculty of reason on the subject, 
by those who have in the same article indulged 
largely-in reasoning about it. 

Several of the commentators have, perhaps 
inadvertently, substituted other terms and 
phrases for his, and have thus built up absurd- 
ities of their own, which they could easily de- 
molish ; for instance, in speaking of the rela- 
tions of government and property, he has 
called property the creature of government, 
which the commentator has treated of as 
though he has ascribed to government the 
power of creating the various objects in na- 
ture, which, by the influence of government, 
are liable to become property. 

Again, N. R. has said that it is government 
which enables man to possess or hold property. 
Now for this word “ enables,” the commentator 
substitutes the word “right,” and goes on to 
show its absurdity ; for, as he says, rights are 
inherent and inalienable, and were before gov- 
ernment. Now N. R. would observe that 
ability and right are not exactly synonyms of 
each other, that they are sometimes in opposi- 
tion, as in the sentence “The-slave has the 
right to liberty, but has not the ability to attain 
it.’ These are but samples, the list might be 
largely extended, but they are enough for the 
present occasion. oar 

In reference to man’s accountability, it is 
well to consider what he is accountable for, 
whether it is the motive which really prompts 
his action, and the meaning and intention with 
which it is performed, or is he accountable 
for what others impute to him as being his mo- 
tive? Thus, if a man from feelings of Chris- 
tian benevolence, administers to the wants of a 
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sick or wounded soldier, will he receive con- 
demnation, because some bystander charges 
him with having done it in approval of the 
soldier’s military career?) And so when our 
sons are drafted, and are offered the choice of 
either paying a specific sum of money, or of 
entering the army ranks, what are the ruling 
motives which prompt the parent to part with 
a portion of his property, and thus ransom his 
son? Is not the motive a combination of all 
the finer feelings of his nature, and of the 
Christian virtues of his heart, and whilst at- 
tentive to these, and actuated by them, is he to 
be condemned, because some one—the Gov- 
ernment—calls it a “ commutation,” says it is 
paid in lieu of something else? There surely 
is nothing criminal in the act of parting with 
so much money; the motive it is that gives to 
the act its substance and character, or the mo- 
tive is essentially itself the act. 

The subjects involved in this discussion are 
numerous and of great importance to the wel- 
fare of the Society of Friends. ‘lhe line indica- 
ted in these essays, as forming the boundary 
between those requisitions of Government, with 
which Friends could yield a ready compliance, 
and those with which they cannot at all comply, 
is broadly and distinctly marked by the palpa- 
ble difference in the natures of the matters 
demanded, being on the one hand property, 
and on the other, personal service affecting the 
convenience. 

To do justice to the subject might occupy 
a volume, but having done all towards develop- 
ing his views of it, which he thinks can be 
accomplished by such short essays as are 
adapted to a periodical of this character, the 
writer will here take his leave. N. R. 

Byberry, 12th mo., 1863. 


to our sympathies, we suggest that Friends in 
their various neighborhoods invite their fellow- 
members to stop at the close of their Prepara- 
tive or Monthly Meetings, and make arrange- 
ments for a co-operation with the Association. 
This Association will furnish work to any organi- 
zation, that will apply for it, but to do this to any 
extent its funds must be greatly increased. 
Along the banks of the Mississippi, from He- 
lena to Memphis, alone, there are not less than 
fifty thousand freed people, from whom all the 
able-bodied men have been selected for employ- 
ment on Government work. Many of these are 
in such a state of destitution, that there is 
every probability of their perishing, if relief is 
not promptly afforded them; and can we 
consider ourselves in the fulfilment of our duty, 
if we do not share a part of our abundance 
with them. Are there not many neighbor- 
hoods in which there can be gatherings, at 
least once or twice a week, in order to make up 
garments, and can there not be contributions in 
money sent to the Philadelphia Association, 
from every section of our Yearly Meeting? 
Friends have long advocated the cause of the 
slave, and surely now when the necessities of 
the Freedman appeal so loudly to us, they will 
not be found wanting. Margaret A. Griscom, 
1028, Arch St., isthe Treasurer, and Harriet E. 
Stockley, 1017 Cherry St., ai ata tata Secre- 
tary of the Association. 


—_—-—- 





Diep, in the city of New York, on the 30th of 11th 
month, 1863, Saran Cock, widow of the late An- 
drew Cock, in the 90th year of her age; a member 
of New York Monthly Meeting, and for a long period 
filling some of the most important stations therein. 
During a great portion of her life, this dear Friend 
gave evidence of being a humble follower of her 
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We often receive cuiineilieans of ntinnil 
matter, which have already appeared ip our 
paper. This explanation is due to those who 


may feel disappointed that their selections are 
not published. * 



































In compliance with a request from some of 
the members of the “ Women’s Association of 
Philadelphia, for the relief of the Freedman,” 
we have continued the publication of their no- 
tice in the Intelligencer for several weeks, but 
fearing that this notice may not be observed by 
many who have the means and time to aid in 
relieving the necessities of the freed colored 
people, whose condition now appeals so loudly 



















































Divine Master, and could adopt the language of the 
Apostle, when he said, “‘We know that we have 
passed from death unto life, because we love the 
brethren,” for her mind not only expanded with love 
to God, but also to her fellow creatures universally. 
And although her life was protracted to an unusual 
length, yet, throughout all, her devotional feelings 
were uppermost, and an evidence afforded to survi- 
vors that she has, in the fulness of time,. been 
‘‘gathered like a shock of corn fully ripe” into the 
Heavenly garner, there to receive the reward of the 
righteous of all generations, and to hear the lan- 
guage pronounced, “Come, ye blessed.of my Father, 
inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foun- 
dation of the world.” 


—, on 3d mo. 6th, 1863, Joun W. Srewart, in 
the 23d year of his age. And 12th mo. 7th, Jams 
Srewankt, in the 27th year of his age; sons of John 
D. Stewart, of Lower Alloway’s Creek, and members 
of Greenwich Monthly Meetiog. 
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Drep, in: Richmond, Indiana, 11th mo. 21st, 1863, 
at the residence of her son-in-law, Upton Elliotts, 
Mary Matssy, in the 87th year of her age, a con- 
sistent member of Whitewater Monthly Meéting. 
She removed to this city from Harford county, 
Maryland, in 1833, with her husband and family, 
where she resided until her death. 


Erratom.—On page 617, in the marriage notice of 
Benjamin Borton and Elizabeth Wright, the day of 
the month was omitted. It should read, on 4th day, 
llth of 11th mo. 1863. 


On the same page, in the notice of the death of 
John W. Reynolds, instead of Woodbaron, it should 
read Woodlawn. 

——_ -~0e—-______ ~ 

Tae “Women’s AssociaTION FoR THE ReLieF oF 
THE FREEDMAN,” continues to meet every Third day 
afternoon, at 3 o’clock, at Race Street Meeting 
House, (third story).) The recent sad accounts of 
the suffering and destitution existing among the 
colored refugees, and the certainty that many of 
them must perish for want of clothing during the 
coming winter, unless prompt measures are taken, 
induces the members of the Association earnestly to 
request the attendance of all interested, to aid in 
sewing and preparing garments for their relief. 

Donations in goods, clothing, &c., may be sent to 
Alfred H. Love, No, 212 Chestnut Street, and contri- 
butions in money, to the Treasurer, Margaret <A. 
Griscom, No. 1028 Arch St., Phila, 12mo. 12, 4t. 

~~ 
For Friends’ Intelligencer. 
FRIENDS’ FUEL ASSOCIATION. 


The organization commonly known by this name 
having been in existence for nearly thirty years, is 
about commencing operations for the present sea- 
son; and as coal has so much advanced in price, it 
is probable that the demand will also be increased, 
and a larger amount of funds be needed to meet the 
additional expenditure. It is therefore hoped that 
contributors will be'liberal in their donations, which 
may be handed to T. Morris Perot, Treasurer, 621 
Market Street, or,to any of the Collecting Committee. 

The amount of coal distributed last winter was 
1024 tons on 307 applications, and 5 cords of wood 
on 20 applications. 

Of these 25 persons were relieved twice; and five, 
three times. 

Of the applicants, 241 were white, 78 colored, and 
8, color not reported. 143 were Americans, 149 
Irish, 15 other foreigners, and 20 not stated. A 
large proportion were widows and single persons; 
and in many families sickness existed. T. 

Phila., 12th mo., 1863. 


We extract the following information from 
the Minutes of Baltimore Yearly Meeting, the 
printed extracts of which have just come to 
hand. We would remark that greater interest 
would attach to the proceedings of our Yearly 
Meetings, ifthe Extracts were furnished more 
seasonably than has often been the case. —Eps. 

There were in attendance at the Yearly 
meeting, with minutes of concurrence from 


their friends at home, seven Ministers and six 
Elders. 


The Standing Committee on the Indian Con- 
cern produced the following Report, which was 
satisfactory, and the Committee was continued, 
viz : 

The Standing Committee on the Indian Con- 
cern report, that in accordance with the decis- 
ion of the Yearly Meeting last year, the fol- 
lowing communication was forwarded to the 
Indians on the Cattaraugus and Allegheny 
Reservations, with an Extract from the Report 
of the Committee, and the Minutes adopted by 
the Yearly Meeting on that subject, viz : 


To John Luke, President, and Harrison Half- 
town, Clerk of Seneca Nation. 


Esteemed Friends:—By direction of the 
Committee on the Indian Concern of Baltimore 
Yearly Meeting of Friends, I herewith trans- 
mit to you, for the Seneca nation, the official 
action of our Yearly Meeting in relation to th 
Indians on the Cattaraugus and Allegheny 
Reservations, by which it will be seen that the 
present communication will terminate the offi- 
cial connection between the Indians and this 
Committee. It will not, however, terminate or 
diminish the affectionate interest we feel for 
you, and on your behalf. The long and friendly 
intercourse that has existed between you and 
us, and the great trials you have passed through, 
of which we have been the sympathizing and 
sorrowing witnesses, have greatly endeared you 
to us, anc given you a warm place in our best 
feelings ; so that we can, on our own accounts, 
individually, as well as on behalf of the Yearly 
Meeting, as we are directed to do, assure you 
of the deep interest we all continue to feel in 
whatever concerns your interest and welfare ; 
of our hope that the most friendly relations be- 
tWeen you and us may always be maintained ; 
of our being ever ready, as heretofore, upon 
your application, to aid and protect you, as far 
as lies in our power, and is compatible with our 
religious principles and testimonies against any 
external interference with your rights and 
privileges, and of our ardent desire that the 
great Spirit may have you continually in His 
holy keeping, and crown you with his choicest 
blessings. 

Signed on behalf of the Committee of Bal- 
timore Yearly Meeting of Friends on the In- 
dian Concern. 

BENJAMIN HALLOWELL, Clerk. 


Sandy Spring, Md., 11th month 25th, 1863. 


A letter received from N. H. Pierce, the be- 
nevolent Missionary on,the Allegheny Reser- 
vation, states that the health of the Indians 
generally is better than before they were affected 
with that dreadful disease—the small-pox— 
alluded to in our Report last year, and that the 
afflictive dispensation seemed to have been 
blessed to the good of the afflicted. 








666 FRIENDS’ 


INTELLIGENCER. 





Nothing has become known to the Commit- 
tee which they believe called for their active 
operations on behalf of any tribe of the In- 
dians since our last Report; but we hold our- 
selves prepared to embrace every right opening 
to be serviceable to these interesting people. 

Signed, on behalf of the Committee, by 


BensaMIN HALLOWELL. 


A memorial from Fairfax Monthly Meeting, 
concerning our deceased friend, Miriam G 
Gover, was received from the Meeting for Suf- 
ferings, which.was read and approved, and the 
Clerk was directed to return it to the Meeting 
for Sufferings to be recorded, and to have it 
printed in the Extracts, for the benefit of those of 
our members who are not with us on this inter- 
esting occasion. 


The following subject came up in the Report 
from Fairfax Quarterly Meeting, viz : 


_ Prairie Grove Monthly Meeting is united 
In requesting that a Monthly Meeting be estab- 
lished, to be held at Wapsanoenock, on the first 
7th day in each month, to be called Wapsanoe- 
nock Monthly Meeting. And that a Quarterly 
Meeting be established, to be composed of 
Prairie Grove and Wapsanoenock Monthly 
Meetings, to be held alternately at the places 
of holding those Meetings, on the Second-day, 
immediately following the second 7th day, in 
the 6th and 12th months, at Prairie Grove, and 
in the 8d and 9th months, at Wapsanoenock. 
The Meeting for Ministers and Elders to be 
held the 7th day preceding. 

The subject claimed the weighty considera- 
tion of the Quarterly Meeting, and after a 
free interchange of views, the request con- 
cerning the Monthly Meeting was united 
with ; but way not opening at present for the 
appointment of a Committee on the subject, it 
was deferred to the next Quarterly Meeting. 
The request concerning the establishment of a 
Quarterly Meeting was referred to the Yearly 
Meeting for its consideration. 

_ The subject claiming the serious considera- 
tion of the Yearly Meeting, it was referred to 
a joint Committee of men and women Friends 
to consider of, and propose to a future sitting, 
what, in their judgment, would be the proper 


course for this Meeting to pursue in relation 
thereto. 


The summary answers to the Queries evince 
aconcern among the members generally, to 
maintain the testimonies of the Society, though 
the usual deficiencies are apparent. 

The answer to the 10th Query furnishes thé 
names of ten Friends who have departed this 
life within the past year, viz: nine Elders and 


one Minister—the average of whose age was 
about 75 years. 


The Committee having charge of the Fair 
Hill Boarding School property, produced the 
following Report, viz : 

The Committee having in charge the Fair 
Hill Boarding School property, report, that the 
school has opened for the present term, with 
about the usual number of pupils, and that the 
farm continues to improve. The Yearly Meet- 


; | ing scholarship has been filled, and the Com- 


mittee recur with much satisfaction to the good 
that has been effected by this means; but be- 
lieving that more might be done with the capital 
there invested, the Committee are of opinion 
that the time has nearly arrived when it would 
be right to make some disposition of the prop- 
erty, and would suggest to the Yearly Meeting 
that the subject be referred to the Meeting for 
Sufferings, for such action on its part as will 
meet the requirements of the best interests of 
society. 
Signed on behalf of the Committee, by 


Ricuarp T. Bentiey, Clerk. 


After serious consideration, the Report of 
the Committee was united with, and the sub- 
ject of the disposition of the property was re- 
ferred to the Meeting for Sufferings, and that 
Meeting was accordingly directed to take such 
action in the case as in their judgment will 
most promote the best interests of society. 


The Committee appointed at a former sit- 
ting to endeavor to embody the exercises of 
this Meeting whilst engaged in the considera- 
tion of the state of Society, produced the fol- 
lowing Minute, which was approved by the 
Meeting, viz: 

A precious solemnity has prevailed over the 
Meeting during its several sittings, and much 
unity and harmony of feeling were manifested 
throughout. Many lively testimonies were 
borne during the examination of the state of 
Society, to the efficacy of that pure love, which 
isa redeeming principle in the hearts of all who 
yield to its benign influence, and wholly resign 
themselves to the Divine disposal. Many hearts 
were tendered and contrited under the baptiz- 
ing influence of that living Gospel ministry 
that reached the witness in their own breasts, 
and much affectionate advice, and tender coun- 
sel were held forth, particularly to the younger 
members, to come forward to the help of the 
fathers, in maintaining the testimonies of this 
people, being assured that to willing and obe- 
dient hearts, the yoke of Christ becomes easy. 
These were encouraged to greater faithfulness 
in the attendance of all our Meetings, and to 
unreserved dedication of heart to every feeling 
of duty required of them. Faithful obedience 
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in little things leads to increased strength and 
greater openings, for we rarely stand still in 
religious experience, but are either advancing 
or retrograding in our course, and lamentable, 
indeed, is a condition of degeneracy. Let us 
all be awakened to increased watchfulness over 
ourselves and one another, and renewed con- 
cern to seek first the kingdom of heaven, and 
to walk answerable to the high and holy calling 
wherewith we are called. 

Our predecessors in this Religious Society, 
by faithfulness tothe manifestation of the Divine 
Power, wrought a great work in the earth, and 
to us is bequeathed this rich inheritance, the 
fruitsof their labors. Shall we then let fall 
these great testimonies that have enlightened 
mankind, and modified human governments? 
Shall we suffer the brightness of the light of 
these ancient worthies to be eclipsed by our 
unfaithfuloess? Such, alas, is too much our 
condition. Many deficiencies appear amongst 
us, and we fall short of their primitive faith- 
fulness. Yet such is the condescending good- 
ness and mercy of our great heavenly Parent, 
that with all our frailties He suffers not our 
light to be put out, but still raises up faith- 
ful standard-bearers to exalt His name in the 
earth. 

Love was shown to be the great foundation 
principle of our profession, and when it influ- 
ences the whole heart, it leads to the fulfil- 
ment of every other duty. When we love one 
another as the Divine Master loveth His own, 
all is harmony, peace and joy, but it is only in 
wholly giving up to serve the Lord, that we 
can know the fulness of that unspeakable joy, 
which is ever the consolation of the righteous. 
It is only by individual faithfulness that the 
waste places of our Zion can be again rebuilt, 
by constant watching unto prayer, and obeying 
the still small voice in our hearts. Our light 
will then shine forth to those around us, we 
being not hearers only, but doers of those things 
that are required at our hands, that we may be 
likened unto the wise man who built his house 
upon a rock, against which storms and tem- 
pests can never prevail. 

A considerable number of our members, who 
live within the lines of military operations, 
being now in attendance with us, represent, 
that although they have been subjected to great 
trials, they have generally been preserved from 
personal injury, and have cause of thankfal- 
ness to the Shepherd of Israel. Two members 
of Fairfax Monthly Meeting have been ar- 
rested as hostages by the Southern troops, and 
so far as we know, are still held as prisoners, 
but measures have been taken to obtain their 
a which, it is hoped, will prove success- 
al. 

On considering the condition of our beloved 
country, now subjected to the calamities atten- 
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dant on a civil war, our hearts are affected with 
sorrow for the many vietims who have fallen in 
the conflict, the many widows and orphans whe 
mourn their bereavement, and the demoralizing 
effects of military service. We nevertheless 
hold fast our confidence in the wisdom, good- 
ness and power of that Almighty Being, who 
rules in heaven and on earth, who permits the 
passions of men to work out their own chas- 
tisement, and brings forth, in the operations of 
His providence, results that cannot be foreseen 
by human wisdom, nor frustrated by human 
depravity. 

The testimony to the peaceable nature of 
Christ’s kingdom, maintained by our fathers, is 
still dear to our hearts, and notwithstanding 
the cloud of discouragement that now over- 
shadows us, we trust the Son of Righteousness 
will yet arise, and the glory of the Lord be 
made manifest to the nations. As the Prophet 
saw, in the visions of light, a stone cut out 
without hands, which became a great mountain, 
and filled the whole earth, so, we believe, will 
the Redeemer’s kingdom be established in the 
fulness of time, by the word of Divine Power. 

In order that this precious testimony may be 
advanced, there have been raised up in every 

of the Christian Church, witnesses for 
truth, who have often prophesied in sackcloth, 
or been slain for the testimony of Jesus. Such 
were the members of this Religious Society at 
its rise. They were faithful to the civil govern- 
ments under which they lived, and when they 
could not actively comply with laws that con- 
flicted with their conscientious convictions, they 
patiently endured the penalties, until through 
suffering they obtained relief, and were thus 
made instrumental in promoting the cause of 
religious and civil liberty. May we be faithful 
in following their example, so far as they fol- 
lowed Christ. How instructive is the reply of 
the blessed Jesus, to the disciple who inquired, 
‘“‘ Lord what shall this man do?” “If I will 
that he taary till I come, what is that to thee? 
Follow thou me.” It is not our place to judge 
others, who may believe themselves called to 
pursue a different path from that in which we 
walk, but to follow the foot-steps of our Holy 
Exemplar, “ who did no sin, neither was guile 
found in his mouth ; who, when he was re- 
viled, reviled not again; when he suffered he 
threatened not, but committed himself to Him, 
that judgeth righteously.” 

Much solicitude and religious concern have 
been felt in this Meeting, that in the education 
of, our dear children we may seek for a qualifi- 
cation to lead them, both by precept and exam- 
ple, in the way of righteousness. In order to 
promote this end, provision should be made for 
a guarded religious training at school, and suit- 
able books for use in the family. 

We have been reminded, that this Yearly 
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Meeting has, at various times, issued advices 
to its members inciting them to frequent read- 





which has always been acknowledged by the 
, Society of Friends. We believe it is not the 
part of true wisdom to dwell upon defects, 
whether real or imaginary, in the sacred records, 
but rather to use them as they were intended, 
“for reproof, for correction, for instruction in 
righteousness ;” remembering that it is _ 
through the operation of the Spirit of Trat 
upon our hearts, that they can be made avail- 
ing to us in the promotion of our salvation. 
The large number of departed worthies, re- 
ported in the answer to the tenth query, pro- 
duced in the Meeting a feeling of deep solem- 
nity, and the inquiry was awakened, “the fath- 
ers—where are they? and the prophets—do 
they live forever?” Lively testimonies were 
borne to the worth of those dear friends, and 
earnest desires were raised, that we may live 
near to that holy fountain frem which alone we 



















































































° omer to fill their places, and enabled to 
ollow them as they followed Christ. 

The Meeting having been favored to trans- 
act all the business which has claimed its at- 
tention, and been made sensible, throughout its 
several sittings, of the overshadowing presence 
of Divine goodness, uniting our hearts in 
brotherly affection, for which favor we are 
tendered in gratitude to the Great Head of the 
Church, adjourned to meet at the usual time 
next year, if so permitted. : 

BENJAMIN HALLOWELL, Clerk. 
























































As the subjects which claimed the attention 
of both meetings are detailed in the foregoing 
extracts, we add a summary of the exercises of 
the women’s meeting.—Eps. 


We have been again mercifully permitted to 
meet together. Many who for the last two 
years have been unable to convene with us, ow- 
ing to the conflict that is raging in the outer 
world, are again with us. Numerous and va- 
ried have been the travels of many since our 
last assembling together. Families have been 
separated ; dear friends have parted forever in 

' this world. A beloved mother in Israel, from 
the midst of outward trials, has gone to “where 
the wicked cease from troubling and the weary 
are at rest.” 

We liave sorrowed that ‘‘ we shall see her 
face no more,” but she has left us the remem- 
brance of her love and of her fervent labors 
for our welfare. But though the time of chas- 
tening has come upon many, yet do we know 
that then “ the Father’s love is near.” Itisa 
call for more dedication to His service, and as 
we are obedient, we have been made to feel that 
He is ready to bless us. We have humbly and 
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ing of the Holy Scriptures, the authenticity of 


ean receive strength, and thereby we shall be- 











thankfully felt that the dew of heaven has 
fallen in our midst, and we hope that the bap- 
tism of suffering has not been in vain, and that 
the words of council, of reproof and sympathy, 


from some faithful servants who are with us at - 


this time, have not fallen unheeded. 
In the consideration of our condition, as a 
Society, the neglect of the attendance of our 


Meetings has been seen to be one great cause. 


of weakness among us. Though the spirit of 
prayer may rest upon us in the closet and by 
the wayside, and the communion with the Fa- 
ther of Spirits should be daily sought, yet it is 
our reasonable dusy to assemble together for the 
purpose of divine worship. We are called upon 
to bear this testimony of our allegiance to our 
God. The observation has been made, that our 
large Meetings, those of Quarterly and Yearly 
Meetings, are generally fully attended, while 
our smaller Meetings are very much neglected. 
It has been shown that we do not inerease in 
strength merely by attending such. If we are 
sensible of the value of silent worship, and 
place not our dependence upon man, we shall 
know a true gospel ministry to be precious, and 
be found worshipping in our little home meet- 
ings. In these we are a strength to each other, 
if our spirits are rightly engaged, and the bles- 
sing promised to the two or three thus gathered 
will assuredly be given. That which is a duty 
then becomes a privilege. We withdraw from 
the cares of the world, and whether joys or 
sorrows be our portion, they will be sanctified 
to us by Him before whom we lay them. The 
love of Him, who is our dependence, our com- 
fort and exceeding great joy, will increase, and 
then the love of our fellow beings will flow into 
our hearts. ‘ Upon these hang all the law and 
the prophets ;” and if the love of God and man 
abound, we will cultivate upon all occasions the 
spirit of “ peace on earth and good will to man.” 
No detracting spirit can live there, and we 
shall be ever ready to discourage strife and con- 
tention. 

We have been reminded that, as asex, we 
have an important influence in discouraging the 
spirit of war by refraining from every retalia- 
ting word, and showing ourselves on every oc- 
casion to be the disciples of the Prince of Peace. 
Affectionate counsel has been given to mothers 
to dwell in that prayerful spirit that will regu- 
late their own conduct, so as to be examples of 
righteousness to their children, and qualify 
them to counsel them aright. The importance of 
their responsibility has been felt, and they have 
been exhorted to sacrifice some of the time de- 
voted to ornamenting the bodies of their chil- 
dren, to instructing them in that which pertains 
to the welfare of their immortal souls. 

The African race, which has hitherto claimed 
the attention and sympathy of Friends, is 
holding now a different position, and we have 
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been exhorted to remember that they still need| Till all are ringing, 

our care, thrown as they are upon the world,| 8 if choir ae ae 
and requiring pecuniary aid and instruction to fit Of golden-nested birds in heaven were singing ; 


; eas . ° : And with a lulli d 
them for the new position into which they The aslo Gaile satan 


have been ushered. May Friends be alive to} And drops like balm into the drowsy ear; 
every opportunity that offers for their relief.} Commingling with the hum 

A feeling concern has ariseti that our young > = Sepoy’s distant dram, 

ople may consider the importance of time,| 4 1#2¥ beetle ever droning near, 


r Sounds these of deepest sil 
and that the leisure afforded by the first day of Like shananie visible name 


the week may not be frittered away by idle} So silent that I sometimes start, 

visiting or light conversation ; that less atten-| To hear the throbbings of my heart, _ 
tion be paid to domestic cares on that day, so - a with shivering sense of pain, 
that they use their talents for the instruction of | 7° 8*¢ thy pale lids lift again. 

those who are in need of proper care, and that} The lizard with his mouse-like eyes, 

they may, in their intercourse with each other,} Peeps from the mortise in surprise 
endeavor to ennoble conversation and encourage | At such strange quiet after day’s harsh din 
each other in every géod work. Our various} Then boldly ventures out, 

testimonies, though feebly sustained, are very| 24 looks about, 


° ‘ And with his hollow feet 
precious to many of us, and the hope is enter- Treade bis small eviainn beat, 


tained that we may dwell near to Him who] Darting upon his prey,- 

can revive us as a people, and impart strength} In such a tricksy, winsome sort of way, 
to be faithful, and we shall know that “asthe | His delicate marauding seems no sin, 
mountains are round about Jerusalem, so is the} 24 Still the curtains swing, 


. But noiselessly ; 
Lord round about those who fear Him.” The bells vale murmur ring, 


Reverently thankful for the favors we have| As tears were in the sky: 
received at this time, and feeling that we have} More heavily the shadows fall, 
been bound together in the love of our Heav- a the black ae gf a pall, 
enly Father, we conclude, to meet again next ere juts the rough beam from the wall ; 


. 3 The candles flare 
year, if so permitted. . With fresher gusts of air; 


Mary G. Moore, Clerk. The beetle’s drone 
— Turns to a dirgelike, solitary moan ; 
AN ORIENTAL SCENE. Night deepens, and I sit, in cheerless doubt, alone. 


While “Fanny Forester” sat by the bedside of 
her dying husband in India, she composed a poem THE STAR AND THE CHILD. 


entitled “ Watching.” A maiden walked at eventide, 

Sleep, love, sleep! Beside a clear and placid stream, 
The dusty day is et : And smiled as in its depths she saw 
Lo! from afar the freshening breezes sweep, A trembling star’s reflected beam. 
Wide over groves of balm,, 
Down from the towering palm, She smiled until the beam was lost, 

In at the open casement cooling run, As cross the sky a cloud was driven, 
And round thy lowly bed, And then she sighed, and then forgot 
Thy bed of pain, The star was shining still in heaven. 
a iuilcnenas of rain, , A mother sat beside life’s stream, 
They come; Watching a dying child at dawn, 
While the white curtains, waving to and fro, And smiled, as in its eye she saw 
Fan the sick air; A hope that it might still live on. 


And pityingly the shadows come and go : : : 
With gentle human care, ° She smiled until the eyelids closed, 


C 7 5 dea But watched for breath until the even ; 
ompassionate on And then she wept, and then forgot 

The dusty day is done, The child was living still in heaven. 

The night begun; 

While prayerful watch I keep, 

Sleep, love, sleep! THE MUSTARD-SEED PLANT OF PALESTINE. 


Is there no magic in the touch atta ‘ 
Of fingers thou dost love so much? In the parable of the mustard-seed, it is said 


Fain would they scatter poppies o’er thee now . that this seed, although the smallest of all seeds 
Or, with its mute caress, when cast into the earth, becomes, when grown 
The tremulous lip some soft nepenthe press up, @ great tree, (in a comparative sense, of 
Upon thy weary lid and aching brow ; course), and puts forth branches, so that the 
bn a r con ae oe fowls of heaven come and lodge among them. 

ee I was beginning to fear that I should leave the 
Te adeloeomaaee country without having an opportunity to see 
Their little golden circlet in a flutter any example of this plant answering to the des- 
With tales the wooing winds have dared to utter, | cription of itin the parable. Of the various 
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persons of whom I had made inquiry at Jeru- 
salem, no one was able to give we any certain 
information. One said that probably this s 
cies of the plant was now extinct. Another 
said that it was reputed to grow very large in 
Galilee, but he could not vouch for it from per- 
gonal observation. I had observed, indeed, in 
crossing the plain of Esdraelon, jast before 
coming to Nazareth, that the mustard-plant was 
by no means uncommon there ; but yet, though 
some of the stalks which I took pains to mea- 
sure were quite large, they were still not so 
large as I expected to find them, and not large 
enough, asit appeared to me, to suggest naturally 
the illustration im the parable. I was, there- 
fore, disappointed. 

Some days after this, as I was riding across 
the plain of Akka, on the way to Carmel, I per- 
ceived, atsome distance from the path, what 
seemed to be a little forest or nursery of trees. 
I turned aside to examine them. On coming 

"nearer, they proved to be an extensive field of 
the plant which I was so anxious to see. It 
was then in blessom, full grown, in some cases 
six, seven, and nine feet high, with a stem or 
trunk an inch or more in thickness, throwing 
out branches on every*side. I was now satis- 
fied in part. I felt that such a plant might 
well be called a tree, and, in comparison with 
the seed producing it, a great tree. But still 
the branches, or stems of the branches, were 
not very large, or, apparently, very strong. 
Can the birds, I said to myself, rest upon them ? 
Are they not too slight and flexible? Will 
they not bend or break beneath the superadded 
weight? At that very instant, as I stood and 
revolved the thought, lo! one of the fowls of 
heaven stopped in its flight through the air, 
alighted down on one of the branches, which 
hardly moved beneath the shock, and then be- 
gan, perched there before my eyes, to warble 
off a strain of the richest music. All my doubts 
were now charmed away. I was delighted at 
the incident. It seemed to me at the moment 
as if I enjoyed enough to repay me for all the 
trouble of the whole journey. Such incidental 
illustrations of Scripture furnish no small 
share of the gratification which the traveller 
receives from day to day, as he wanders through 
the lands of the Bible. He finds that he has a 
local commentary spread everywhere around 
him, which brings home to him the language 
and scenes of the Bible with a freshness and 
power which no learning or skill of commenta- 
tors can supply. 

Iam aware that some give to the original 
word for “ mustard” a generic sense, so as to 
understand a tree, properly so ealled. But, as 
no necessity demands such an extension of the 
term, it is more correct to adhere to the ordi- 
nary meaning. Besides, the Evangelists in- 
clude the mustard-plant of which they speak 


among herbs or vegetables, and thus indicate 
that when they call it a “tree” they make use 
of a popular hyperbole.— Hackett. 


Avoid whispering in company; it bespeaks 
ill-breeding ; and is in some degree a fraud, 
conversation being a joint and common stock. 


REVIEW OF THE WEATHER, &0. 
FOR BLEVEXTH MONTH. 


Rain during some portion o 
the 24 hours, 

Rain all or nearly all day,... 

Snow, including very slight 
falls 

Cloudy, without storms,...... 

Clear, in the ordinary ac. 
ceptation of the term, 


TEMPERATURE, RAIN, DEATHS, 
&c. 


Mean temperature of the 
month at Penna. Hospital,}45.25 deg./47.70 deg. 
Highest do. during month,|}67.50 “ 
Lowest do. do.. do. 29.50 * 
Rain during the month,......) 4.79 in. 
Deaths during the month, 
counting five current 
weeks for 1862 and five for 
1863, 


Average of the mean temperature o 
this month for the past seventy-four 


Highest mean of do. during that entire 
period, 1849, 
Lowest do. do. 


FALL TEMPERATURES. 


Mean temperature of the three fall 
months of 1862 

Mean do 
months of 1863 

Average of the fall temperatures of the 
three fall months during the past 


1862,|58-14 
1827,]49-33 


Highest fall temperature Se 1850,|54°59 


that entire period ...cccccccreceees 
Lowgst do do do 


The above exhibit shows the month under review 
to have been not only about two and one-half de- 
grees warmer than last year, but about four and 
one-half above the average of the past seventy-four 
years. The fall temperature is also above the av- 
erage, although nearly two degrees lower than last 
year. “The excess waa then partially caused by the 
unprecedented height of temperature of Ninth month. 
(September) which reached a mean of nearly 71 de- 
grees ! J. ME. 

Nors.—An apology is due for the delay in the 
publication of the above—it was prepared in time, 
but neglected to be sent to the printers. 

Philadelphia, Eleventh mo. 4th, 1863. 
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DANIEL WEBSTER’S FIRST ‘CASE. 

Ebenezer Webster, father of Daniel, was a 
farmer. The vegetables in his garden suffered 
considerably from the depredations of a wood- 
chuck, whose hole and habitation was-near the 

emises. Daniel, some ten or twelve years 
old, and his brother Ezekiel, had set a steel 
trap, and finally succeeded in capturing the 
trespasser. Ezekiel proposed to kill the ani- 
mal and end at once all further trouble with 
him ; but Daniel looked with compassion upon 
this meek, dumb captive, and offered to let 
him go free. The boys could not agree, and 
each appealed to their father to decide the 


case. 

“ Well, my boys,” said the old gentleman, 
“T will be Judge. Thereisa prisoner (point- 
ing to the woodchuck), and you shall be the 
counsel and plead the case for and against his 
life and liberty.” 

Ezekiel opened the case with a strong argu- 
ment, urging the mischievous nature of the 
criminal, the great harm he had already done ; 
said that much time and labor had been spent 
in his capture, and if he was suffered to live 
and go at large, he would renew his depreda- 
tions, and be cunning enough not to suffer him- 
self to be caught again, and that he ought now 
to be put to death, that his skin was of some 
value, and that to make the most of him they 
could, it would not repay half the damage he 
he had already done. His argument was ready, 

ractical, and to the point, and of much greater 
ength than our limits will allow us to occupy 
in relating the story. 

The father teohel with pride upon his son, 
tea a distinguished jurist in his man- 

“ Now, Daniel, it’s your turn ; 
you have to say.” 

It was his first case. Daniel saw that the 
plea of his brother had sensibly affected his 
father, the Judge; and as his large, brilliant 
black eyes looked upon the soft, timid expres- 
sion of the animal, and as he saw it tremble 
with fear in his narrow prison house, his heart 
swelled with pity, and he appealed with elo- 

uent words that the captive might again go 

ree. God, he said, had made the woodchuck ; 
he had made him to live, to enjoy the bright 
sunshine, the pure air, the free fields and 
woods. God has not made him or anything in 
vain ; the woodchuck had as much right ray 
as any other living thing ; he was nota destruc- 
tive animal, as the wolf and fox were; he sim- 
ply ate a few common vegetables, of which 
they had plenty and could well spare a part ; he 
destroyed nothing except the little food he 
needed to sustain his humble life; and that; 
little food was as sweet to him, and as neces- 
sary to his existence, as was'to ‘him the food 
upon their mother’s table. God furnished 


T’ll hear what 


INTELLIGENCER. 


671 


their own food; he gave them all they pos- 
sessed ; and would they not spare a little for 
the dumb creature, who really had as much 
right to his small share of God’s bounty, as 
they themselves had to their portion; yea, 
more, the animal had never violated the laws 
of his nature or the laws of God, as man often 
did, but strictly followed the simple instincts 
he had received from the hands of the Creator 
of all things. Created by God’s hands, he had 
a right from God to lifé, to food, to liberty ; and 
they had no right todeprive him of either. He 
alluded to the mute but earnest pleadings of 
the animal for that life, as sweet, as dear to 
him as their own was to them; and the first 
judgment they might expect, if, in selfish 
cruelty and cold-heartedness, they took the 
life they could not restore again. 

During this appeal tears had started to the 
old man’s eyes, and were fast running down 
his sun-burnt cheeks ; every feeling of a father’s 
heart was stirred within him; he saw the fa- 
ture greatness of his son before his eyes; he 
felt that God had blessed him and his children 
beyond the lot of common men; his pity and 
sympathy were awakened by the eloquent words 
of compassion, and the strong appeal for mer- 
cy; and forgetting the judge in the man and 
the father, he sprang from his chair (while 
Daniel was in the midst of his argument, with- 
out thinking that he had already won his case,) 
and turning to his older son, dashing the tears 
from his eyes, exclaimed— Zeke, Zeke, you 
let that woodchuck go!” 


AN HOUR IN A SCREW FACTORY. 

Some time ago a pertinent question was 
raised as to what became of all the pins man- 
ufactured. We may ask, not unreasonably, 
what becomes of all the screws? During a 
recent visit to the city of Providence, R. I., we 
were permitted to visit the American Screw 
Fa:tory in that place, and had an opportunit 
to examine the wonders of screw-making. We 
are not allowed to detail at length any of the 
processes by which the screws are made, and 
our readers must content themselves with the 
following generalization of the operations : 

Screws, such as are used in ordinary car- 
pentry and joiner work, are made from wire 

reviously rolled especially for the purpose. 

his iron is of a very soft and even texture, 
and necessarily of the best quality. The coils 
of wire are not rolled on the premises where 
the screws are manufactured ; but the several 
preliminary operations of rendering the wire 
fit for use, by drawing it to specified sizes and 
annealing it so that it will work more freely, 
are all carried on here, and are of a similar na- 
ture to the same work elsewhere. After the wire 
is annealed it is straightened by machinery, cut 
off to suitable teagihe for ‘the different num- 
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bers, and then headed up cold. In this condi- 
tion the screw is merely a rivet. The next 
step is to trim or shape the head and nick it for 
the screw-driver, which is done on a machine, 
and afterward to cut the thread and pack up 
the finighed article for transportation. 

All this looks like a very simple affair; but 
if the reader could see hundreds of machines, 
all of one kind, in an apartment, and as many 
of another sort in other rooms: if he stood by 
and saw the heading machines closing up the 
wire with an unexampled rapidity, or witnessed 
the nimble machinery further on in the works 
turning out the completed screws as often as 
one draws breath, he would not wonder that. 
we raised the question: ‘‘ What becomes of 
all the screws ?” 

The appended statistics relative to the con- 
sumption of material may aid in arriving at 
some idea of the enormous quantity of wood 
screws made annually in the city mentioned. 
The American Screw Company has three facto- 
ries, all of the largest size, two of which are 
in Providence, and the other in Taunton, 
Mass. At these factories are used from twelve 
to thirteen tons of iron per day, and from 
sixty to seventy tons of brass per year, and 
about the same amount of wrapping paper; 
other statistics are not important. Thirteen 
tons of iron wire } inch in diameter would 
reach a distance of 4383} feet. If all the 
wire was of the same size this would be a 
small item; but screws of an infinitesimal di- 
ameter, and from a quarter of an inch to six 
inches in length are made here, and conse- 
quently there must be miles of wire consumed 
each day. These screws all go to supply the 
home market; a few go abroad, and some to 
the Canadas, but the amounts are not large. 
About seven hundred hands are employed, of 
whom two-thirds are females; and they pre- 
sented a very interesting sight as they were 
busily engaged in packing up the screws. 
Each individual has a quantity of screws at 
hand, from which she scoops out a number and 
places them in the scale before her. The 
scale has been previously balanced for a gross, 
and consequently there is always that amount 
in the scale when the balance is even; thus 
all counting is saved, and the work proceeds 
with dispatch. The goods are sold direct from 
the factory, the company employing no agents. 
The capital stock is sold for eight times its par 
value, and the amount of capital was stated to 
us at $1,000,000. The utmost cleanliness and 
order were visible throughout the entire place. 
— Scientific American. 

“That is the sweetest life in the world, for 
the soul to be dressing itself for the espousals 
of the great King, putting on more of the orna- 
ments and beauties of holiness.” 
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Lats letters from Egypt report a great flood in the 
Nile. “On the night of the 18th ultimo great alarm 
prevailed, as the water had risen forty inches in 
twelve hours, and was flowing over the top of Chou- 
brah dike at Cairo, was over the transit wharf at 
Boulak, had flooded Gizeh and part of old Cairo, 
had carried away some of the poles of the Red Sea 
telegraph, and was threatening the railway from 
Alexandria to Cairo. At the apex of the Delta four 
villages had been entirely swept away. Luckily, 
soon after came the welcome news that the river 
had fallen considerably, and people had time to 
congratulate each other that more mischief had not 
been done. The viceroy makes the governors in- 
spect their districts every week, and bodies of men 
patrol the dikes by day, and watch at night with 
— fires kindled at short distances from one an- 
other. 


Mammota Remains mx Srpenra.—During the last 
two centuries, at least twenty thousand mammoths 
have been washed out of the ice and soil in which 
they have been imbedded in Siberia, They are, of 
course, most valuable remains of an extinct race of 
animals; but the inhabitants of the region have 
preserved only the tusks, which have a commercial 
value as ivory. Russian geologists are now making 
preparations to promote the discovery of the con- 
gealed remains of these mammoth animals in Sibe- 
ria, and particularly to preserve one of these car- 
casses as perfect and entire as possible, as it is con- 
sidered that microscopic investigation of the con- 
tents of the stomach might throw a powerfal light 
on & host of geological and physiological problems. 


On the 7th instant, a Roman tesselated pavement 
was discovered in the old town of Chester, England. 
The tessell@ are black and white. On the west is 
an elongated vase, with stopper in white, some 
twenty-four inches in length, with a star of white 
above some twelve inches in diameter} On the east 
is @ peculiar pattern of black and white, triangular 
in shape, and some two feet distant from the base. 


Tue cochineal insect has been imported into Eng- 
land alive, and has been placed in the Horticultural 
Gardens in Kensington, by command of the queen. 


Proressor Bongtui’s electro-telegraph prints 400 
legible letters a minute. 


In 1862, the number of telegrams in France, gov- 
ernmental, commercial, and official, was two million 
one hundred thousand, the money value of which 
was one million five hundred thousand dollars. 


PHILADELPHIA MARKETS. 


Frour anD Mgat.—There is no essential change 
in the Flour market. Sales of fresh ground extra 
family at $7 00 a $7 50 per bbl. The sales to the 
trade range from $5 75 for low gradé superfine, up 
to $11 for fancy lots. The market is nearly bare of 
Rye Flour and Corn meal. The former is worth 
$6 50a $5 50. 

Grain.—Wheat is in light demand and rather dull. 
Sales of 2,000 busheis fair and prime Pennsylvania 
and Southern Red at $1 60 a $1 62 per bushel, and 
White at $1 95 a $2 00. Rye commands $1 37 
per bushel. Corn is rather more active, with sales for 
new yellow at $1 14a $115. Oats continue in re- 
quest at 86 a 87 cents. Last sale of Penna. Barley 
at $1 35, and of Malt at $1 62. 

Srzrvs.—Cloverseed is scarce and in demand at 
$7 50 a $8 00 per 64 Ibs. Timothy is in demand at 
$2 75 a $3 00 per bushel. Small sales of Flaxseed 
at $3 15 per bushel. 





